Cuba Assistance

Brother Capote from
the assembly in El Gabriel

You will notice in the
picture that the truck as
many in the country
serves two purposes.
It is a truck with a built in
staircase to function as a
bus or a truck as needed.
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weeks later, more documents and permits
were needed.
Finally, they received a date when they
could pick up the goods and rent a truck.
They were all set to go. But you guessed it;
something else needed to be done. So the
truck rental was postponed for another
week.
That sort of thing may be easy here at
home, but getting a truck is no small task in
Cuba unless you have connections. Once
again, all was ready to go, and they headed
into Havana to do the pick-up.
Finally, they arrived at the place where they
were to receive the goods and yes, you
The COVID pandemic has not only aﬀected guessed it—another hitch. The two men
us here in North America but has been even who have to be there to deliver and sign oﬀ
more diﬃcult for countries like Cuba which the shipment were not there as they could
not get transportation to work that day.
rely so heavily on tourism.
Full-time worker Francis with goods to deliver

Brother Al Adams (son of the late David
Adams) and some other brethren in the US
decided last fall to look into the possibility
of sending some aid to the Christians in
Cuba. Sometimes, even having the funds
has not meant they can purchase the
things needed.
The brethren in Cuba looked into the possibility of receiving this and what the
charges would be. The Cuban authorities
permitted them to import the goods without cost. Since it was considered humanitarian aid, and no doubt the Lord had his
influence on that. With assistance from
brethren in the Dominican Republic, many
items were purchased and shipped at the
end of December. Of course, as is to be expected in Cuba, things are as they always
say there, "no es facil." Things are never
easy, and it required numerous trips into
Havana to multiple government oﬃces to
get the required documents. By the time the
shipment arrived in the Port of Havana 3
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Sala Evangelica in La Salud, Cuba
Brother Francis from the “La Salud” assembly and his Lada came to the rescue, and
away he went to get the needed personnel.
Finally, they had the goods loaded into the
truck/bus. You will notice in the picture that
the truck, as many in the country, serves
two purposes. It is a truck with a built-in
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staircase to function as a bus and truck DNS Relief Fellowship has developed an inwhen needed.
stitutional relationship to deliver funds within a few days at a minimal cost. 100% of
The sisters in the two pictures above are what is received by DNS for any of the
what we feel had the most powerful eﬀect projects is used for the salvation of the lost
on the entire eﬀort. They had an all-night and the welfare, both spiritual and temporal,
prayer meeting before the delivery was of believers. DNS is a not-for-profit organishipped. After receiving the goods (Feb- zation and can issue receipts for tax purruary 2021), they had an 11 pm to 2 am poses in the USA. Gifts can be sent to: DNS
time of thanksgiving to the Lord for His Relief Fellowship
goodness.
CANADA
701 Mount Pleasant Rd Mt
Pleasant, ON, N0E 1K0
UNITED STATES
PHIL KAZEN 4611 109th Place
NE
Marysville, WA 98271-8355

Items ready for distribution in
El Gabriel, Cuba
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Reporting from, COSTA RICA
Johnny & Mabel Marin

We hope the Lord has been blessing and
keeping you through these interesting
times. We have just returned from a trip to
El Salvador, where we visited Mabel’s family
and helped out a bit in the work out there. It
was good for Mabel to see her family again
after over a year due to COVID.
In El Salvador. We spent a few days with
Mabel's sister Fanny and her husband Allan Flett, the oldest son of Kevin and Patty
Flett, missionaries in San Salvador. While
in the Santa Tecla assembly, we broke
bread with them the first Sunday and
shared a small encouragement message.
We spent a week with Allan and Fanny before heading down to Los Jiotes on the
country's eastern side, where Mabel's parents live. That weekend we broke bread
with the assembly Mabel grew up in and
helped out in the gospel later that
evening. Mabel’s parents, Wilfredo and
Etelinda keep very busy throughout the
week. Apart from her dad working a fulltime job, they visit various assemblies
throughout the week, helping with the
gospel and encouraging them with a devotional or ministry message. However, whenever we come for a visit, they don’t hesitate
to put us to work. Monday is one of the few
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days they rest pretty consistently. We visited the Playitas Assembly for their prayer
and ministry meeting. The brethren here are
always very kind and welcoming. There are
very few men in the assembly but a good
number of women. They appreciate visitors.
There are not too many youths in this assembly. However, one very young consistent, kind, and indispensable young man,
Samuel, who is 13 years old, is responsible
for driving the big white van and picking up
and dropping oﬀ the brethren that need a
ride to and from meetings.
During the lockdown, many contacts and
families were in need. Mabel's parents were
doing their best to help with care packages
and such. Our sister Hazel Brownlie shared
an idea to provide families with baby chickens and the materials to grow them and sell
them for a profit. This idea originated during
the lockdown. Hazel spoke with brethren in
diﬀerent countries, a brother in Guatemala
told her about what they were doing with
some families, and that is how God put the
idea on her heart.

Hazel Brownlie pictured with Mabel

We are now back in Costa Rica! Our flights
got cancelled by the airline multiple times,
until March 16th, when we finally returned.
In Costa Rica, we had put meetings on
pause since my dad was sick with Covid,
5

and a couple of other people had it too, so
the group thought it best to take a break
and let everyone recover. So many people
have been praying in that regards, and we
are so thankful for that. My dad is back
home, though the damage to his lungs was
extensive. He is currently using an oxygen
tank to help with his recovery, and each
day, he is trying to last a little longer without
it. When he is not using the oxygen tank, he
is not moving around much, mostly just lying face down in bed. The doctors predict it
will take at least another month or so for
him to stop using the oxygen tank. We are
just thankful he is still alive and can recover.

Italy for ten days of Bible teaching in three
Romanian speaking assemblies. We arrived
back in Romania just before strict lockdown
restrictions were imposed. As we could not
travel, time was spent in personal Bible
study, ministry meetings using Zoom for assemblies in Romania and Italy. We also
checked literature for printing and regular
Bible studies using a mobile phone with a
new convert who just requested baptism.
Sue has kept busy teaching English in our
home to children and young people, when
possible, due to the COVID 19 restrictions
and checking literature translated into Romanian.

It’s good to be back home, and we are
looking forward to starting things up again
here as the Lord leads. Thank you for your
continued prayer! Hopefully, this update
was informative enough for you to pray for
some of the works going on in El Salvador
too.

Romania
Paul and Sue Williams
How thankful we are that we have a faithful, unchanging God controlling our lives.
His wonderful Word gives us great stability
in uncertain times. Covid 19 has brought
Paul and Sue Williams
diﬃculties, challenges and new opportunities using technology for Bible teaching and Last December, we received 100,000 calendars for 2021. These are sent to diﬀerent
gospel outreach.
areas ready for believers to distribute along
Below are a few details of assembly work with a gospel text and a tract to personal
for praise and fellowship in prayer about contacts and during gospel outreaches.
“What God hath wrought” in Romania. It is There is a need to print diﬀerent Gospel
very important to underline that it is not our tracts for other occasions. The print runs for
work, it is the Lord’s work, and it is the each lot will be 100,000.
Sovereign Lord who has worked and continues to work to His praise and for His During the Winter and Spring months, systematic Bible teaching will continue in Praeternal glory.
hova and further afield. God willing, monthly
In late January 2020 and early March, be- studies on Saturdays will commence in the
fore the lockdown restrictions, we were in East of Romania in Galați and Tulcea.
6
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Please Pray for us as we will be involved
with diﬀerent brethren in Moldavia (N.E.
Romania) in a new gospel outreach initiative amongst the many assemblies in rural
and urban areas. In the context of a rapidly
changing world in general and Romania,
this will be a long term work. In parallel with
this, we are making preparations for this
year’s tent ministry.
Goods sent out for the tent work, and the
people living in isolated communities is
much appreciated. Those who receive the
goods are very grateful and thank everyone
for the hard work in purchasing, packing,
and sending them.

Omar and Maryeri Lozada on the Left
with new believers

May God bless and encourage you all as
A year ago, just around the time when
you work faithfully for Him in your various
COVID began to spread around the world, it
spheres of service.
was our privilege to be present during the
formation of a new assembly in a remote
area three hours from the city of BarCauderales, VENEZUELA
quisimeto, where we live called “CaudOmar and Maryeri Lozada
erales."
Below: the first anniversary of the assembly
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This past March, one year later, the celebration of the anniversary in the assembly of
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"Cauderales" in Venezuela took place. It
was a time that could be described as from
heaven lived on earth. Moments of very
happy fellowship and communion were experienced. Our Lord’s presence and the visits by supporting brethren were enjoyed.

jas ministered the Word using a graphic
chart of the Tabernacle. Following the ministry for the Lord's people, the Gospel
preaching followed, where brother Samuel
also took part along with two other visiting
brethren.
The day ended with the baptism of a dear
One of our full-time workers, Samuel Rojas, sister named Marisol Bracho; I was given
visited us with his wife, Nora de Rojas. the responsibility and privilege of baptizing
What could be described as a weekend
Brother Samuel Rojas ministered the Word
mini-conference were preceded by a week
of Bible studies with the local brethren. I that night. After finishing this service, food
was able to support them with the topic of I was served for dinner (102 servings for 102
people, including their respective juices).
Timothy 2: 7 - 26
We detail this because we enjoy seeing Our
On Saturday, March 6 at 10 in the morning, Lord's provision in such diﬃcult times and
a Bible study was held with the believers. shortages here in Venezuela.
There was very good attendance despite
the rain that occurred. Meanwhile, our dear On Sunday, March 7, at 7:30 there was a
sisters worked in the kitchen preparing food devotional study. Then breakfast was
to serve lunch on the premises at the end of served. At 10 a.m., the Lord's Supper took
place, followed by the ministry of God's
the Bible study.
Word. After lunch, the people left to return
Then there was a break until five in the af- home. Food were distributed for them to
ternoon. When we had a prayer and take with them. Great joy and fellowship
thanksgiving time, our brother Samuel Ro
were experienced because they understood
the words . . . as in Nehemiah 8:12.

8
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Tirana, Albania

Enri and Sylvia Nase
The pandemic has gone on much longer
than we anticipated. It has brought many
challenges, but the Lord has been faithful
throughout. In Albania, we are experiencing
the second big wave of Covid-19 infections,
and the death toll has reached almost 2000
since last March. As the government cannot
oﬀer financial assistance and political elections are approaching, it appears that we
will not go into another lockdown despite
the increasing number of cases.
Here in Tirana, we are still permitted to
meet in person with some restrictions, so
we enjoy being together on Lord’s Day for
the children’s work on Saturdays and literature outreach. In contrast, we meet online
Tuesday evenings for prayer and Thursday
evenings for systematic Bible study. As intermittently believers are isolating due to
being in close contact with someone or experiencing symptoms themselves, we provide a zoom link for them to follow along on
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Sunday mornings. During the week, we
keep busy with visitation.
Some other assemblies in Albania cannot
meet physically due to their venues' capacity and situation. Still, they continue their
meetings on Zoom while the local elders
visit believers at home for encouragement.
A high proportion of believers have contracted the virus over the past year. And unfortunately, a number have lost their lives.
The government's lack of medical resources
has constrained us all to care more for one
another, which has produced a spirit of unity within each local assembly.
Benjamin and Esther continue to attend
school, wearing masks being compulsory
while Sylvia undertakes her regular sessions
at the clinic. They have had many foreigners
and missionaries attending for Covid assessment and treatment, along with local
Albanians who have succumbed to the
virus. The hospitals, both public and private, are riddled with Covid-19 and sick
staﬀ are expected to come to work, so for
many, we are the safest option they have
9

here. Thankfully, we have been preserved
as a family until now and look to the Lord
for the future. Many medical supplies are
now running out in the country, and the
prices of some have rocketed. Still, with the
help of believers such as yourselves, we
can help out with the funding of medicines
for the believers in need.

BOTSWANA UPDATE
Dr. Clark and Hazel Logan

We have many reasons to be thankful here
in Botswana and also many reasons to remain prayerful. The following may give
cause for both praise and intercession.
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In mid-March of last year, we had nightly
gospel meetings in our own home in Tlokweng village, but on the 31 March, Botswana registered its first case of Covid-19 and
life changed for us all. The strict lockdowns
and curfews severely restricted our movements.
However, God is still mighty to save, and we
have been encouraged to hear of a young
woman, the eldest of four daughters of a
couple in fellowship in Gaborone, who

trusted Christ at home during the lockdown.
She had been long prayed for. A few weeks
ago, another young woman came to our
gate asking Hazel for gospel literature to
give to her friends. She and her twin sister
attended the Sunday School in our garden
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when they were little children. Hazel took
the opportunity to ask her if she was saved.
She gave a very clear answer as to her faith
in Christ. This was wonderful news for us to
hear after so many years.

starve to death. So they have had no choice
but to get on with life.

Since last year we have been able to put
our heads down and get on with what the
Lord has placed into our hands to do for
Hazel and our friend and colleague, Joy Him.
Griﬃths, have kept busy sewing face
The primary school reopened, and together
masks, and these have been distributed not
with the teachers, we are starting to get
only to the believers but also to many canback into the routine. Apart from being ill for
cer and renal patients and hospital staﬀ.
several weeks last November, we have kept
They made up small packs that included a
well and busy. We trust that the following
mask, sanitizer, soap, analgesics and Bible
reading notes and tracts. These have been
widely distributed when conditions have
allowed.
We are permitted to meet as an assembly
twice a week, but our numbers are restricted. We cannot recommence our regular gospel meetings or 13 weekly Sunday
Schools yet. We do miss our many children who came eagerly to hear the Word
of God each week. Open-air work continues every week by remaining in the vehicle
and using a loudspeaker through the open
window.
Botswana has now begun vaccinating the
elderly. Some believers have contracted the
illness and have recovered, but one dear
brother from Francistown was called home
to heaven last month. We recall the reassuring words of the apostle Paul in the storm
when those all around him were fearful and
filled with dread – “Be of good cheer: for I
believe God.” How good to be able to lean
upon the everlasting arms!

will keep you informed, up to date and
aware of some of the current situations.
The assembly at Camundambala

We are thankful that the Government has
allowed churches to open four times a
week, for a maximum of 2 hours each service, together with social distancing and
hand washing. This has enabled us to have
the weekly Breaking of Bread meeting followed by a Gospel meeting or Bible teaching on alternate Sundays.
ANGOLA
There is also the prayer meeting on SaturBrian & Debbie Howden
days at 4.30 pm. We are pleased to see that
Here, the majority of the population are liv- numbers have increased in attendance, and
ing hand to mouth one day at a time. Al- now we get between 30-50 believers
though the Government has been pushing present at the prayer meeting.
the message 'Stay at Home, it is an impos- With over 40 young people in the weekly
sibility for most people, as they would Bible classes, it is not realistic to think that
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all will go on strongly for the Lord. It is disappointing when young folk who have
heard the Word taught so much choose to
disobey Scripture. We are thankful that
those showing genuine interest in spiritual
things have not fallen in the past 12 months
- that would be a devastating blow.
On the plus side, the assembly has restored
to fellowship a number who had fallen into
various sins, and we pray that their repentance is genuine and that they may start
walking with the Lord again. '

spiritually and start to contribute something
to the local assembly.
Please pray that all those who take part in
the classes will grow in grace and in the
knowledge of the Lord and that they will, in
turn, be a blessing to others and used of
the Lord in the local assembly.

During the past year, the Angolan Literature
Fund has provided us with a considerable
amount of literature. With the Government
lifting restrictions, the Emmaus Bookroom
has reopened. And literature is getting into
It's a joy to hear the young people in Bible the population of Saurimo and beyond.
class speak well of their elders as they recognize that the elders are very encouraging
to the young men. This past week they publicly announced that three young men who
have been in Bible class for almost five
years will now be given the responsibility of
preaching the Gospel.
We are greatly encouraged by this and have
every confidence that the Gospel they
preach is Christ-centred and Biblically
based. We now have ten men in the assembly who are faithfully preaching the
Gospel.
Thank you for praying for the assembly at
Camundambala, please continue to do so,
Saurimo Emmaus and Print Room workers:
that the work will become stronger, based
L-R Jacob, Chichi, Paula and Bigelo
on the Bible and a shining light in the vilStudy Bibles, commentaries, bible study
lage.
aids and hymnbooks are currently in plentiBible classes
ful supply here.
As we have been trying to outline various
aspects of the work locally, we would value
prayer for the situation nationally. Since the
1980s, the Government has required all
churches to be registered and have a “declaration of faith.” They also require that
Our new Monday night class consists of every denomination have a spokesman to
seven young men aged 18-21 who will represent that church group to the Governhopefully remain with us for the next six ment. This requirement in the Bible context
years. We pray that we will see them grow
Our weekly bible classes continue - this is a
plodding, slow work where results are not
seen for a long time, perhaps years later.
Filipe, Bigelo, and Horano lead weekly
classes, and currently, I have four a week.

12
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has always been a little fraught for the local
Lutsk, UKRAINE
assemblies, as you can imagine.
We trust this gives you a little insight into Timothy & Rhoda Sloan
the work here. Lots to encourage, but lots
to keep us pressing on. We value every
prayer oﬀered on our behalf and for the
work here.
We are still in the rainy season, so everywhere is lush and green. Some days are
oppressively hot, while other days can be
remarkably cool.
Debbie had a close encounter with a Spitting Cobra a few weeks back. She didn't
see it until she was almost upon it. It
sprayed her with its venom, but thankfully
she was not harmed. The cobra tried to escape, but we think the lads killed it several
days later when it made another appearance.
The believers here are very kind to us,
bringing us sweetcorn, tomatoes, potatoes,
eggs etc., and they are keenly aware that
we haven't been able to see our family.
We were planning to return to the UK in July
2020, but with restrictions in place, we
wouldn't have been able to meet freely with
family or friends, so we changed it to December. As the situation hadn't improved,
we then got tickets for February 2021.
However, another lockdown was imposed,
so we have just left it to the Lord to show
us when to go home for a break. We will reassess the situation in March/April. It would
be so frustrating going home for a few
weeks and not be able to spend time with
family freely, so we have decided to stay
put until we can go home and enjoy time
together.

Three times God told Jeremiah, "Pray not
thou for this people — for I do not hear
thee" (Jer.7:16; 11:14; 14:11). The reason
behind God's command was that He had
decided to judge and punish His people
(Jer. 7:20). They had repeatedly broken their
covenant with Him by pursuing other gods.
Jeremiah had a care and concern for the
people, but God told him that, even if
Moses and Samuel prayed, He would not
hear them. Jeremiah was cursed by his
people and lived with the thought of failure
(Jer.7:27). God promised him that if he
would neither compromise nor seek to accommodate the people's desires, He (God)
would deliver him. As we face 2021, let us
be like Jeremiah with a Christian character
of being tender yet tough, thoughtful yet
faithful.

Once again, many thanks for your prayers,
Who would have thought that when we
practical support, messages and emails.
were reading last year's update in January
We do appreciate everyone who continues
2020, we were all about to face such a panto stand with us in the work of the Lord.
demic to aﬀect normal assembly activities?
We, in Lutsk, minimized assembly disrup-
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tion by obeying government laws while refusing to listen to the scaremongering "experts" who couldn't even agree among
themselves as to what actions were needed
to stop the spread of Covid 19!
In March/April, we did have two meetings
each Lord's Day morning but stopped this
in early May as we reverted to one Breaking
of Bread for the whole assembly. Apart from
the cancellation of our Easter conference
and summer camp, nothing else really
changed.

48 hours. If the result is negative, there is no
need to quarantine any longer.
One elderly sister, grandmother Tanya, who
finds it very diﬃcult to walk and whose only
outing of the week from her tiny apartment
is on a Lord's Day, said to us - "I live for
Sunday morning. It's my little Heaven upon
the earth". It's a privilege to be respectful to
the government, sensitive to other people
and obedient to God's command - "...this
do in remembrance of Me.”

Two believers in the assembly did test posi- Santiago, MEXICO
tive for Covid. They had blood tests as well Jesse and Emily Klein,
as PCR tests that proved they were positive. One, a sister Ira, was the 2nd one on
a Lord's Day to take the bread and wine.
The 2nd, a brother Anatoly, was the 2nd
from last to take the bread and wine. The
Lord is good, and no one else became infected. We worked and did work with one
loaf, 1 cup, no gloves, no facemasks, and
we never stopped singing at any of our assembly meetings. God has not only preserved us but multiplied our numbers. The
children's work increased both in UCC,
Ukraine Child Care and in Sunday School.
God is faithful!
We first met Jacob at a home for blind
people that we visit every two months. Jacob got saved and married Maria and, although they were not in assembly fellowship, they were faithful attendees on a
Lord's Day. Maria passed away in March
2020 due to a sudden heart attack. We miss
Maria's presence. Do pray for Jacob as it is
not easy for him being blind, aged and
alone.
It is necessary to have Covid 19 insurance
when you enter the country and to take a
PCR test as soon as possible on returning.
On the day you return to Ukraine, you can
take a PCR test and receive results within
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In July, we drove up to Washington state,
USA and are still here. We were planning
only to be up here for two months, but with
the border closures and diﬀerent lockdowns
implemented and continually changing both
in the States and Mexico, we have not been
able to drive back down yet. While being up
here, I have been working for my former
boss at the weld shop pretty well full time. It
is one of the many ways that the Lord has
seen fit to supply for our needs and to be
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able to save up for building the buildings for We are grateful to the Lord for the trementhe discipleship and trades program.
dous interest in Gospel literature in Malawi.
After a long Covid-related delay in customs,
We have maintained contact with many of our literature container was finally released
the believers in Santiago even though we at the beginning of March, and brothers
are so far away. We have been able to join Harold and Goodson set about supplying
them in online Zoom meetings for times of our nearly 200-strong network or literature
worship and Bible reading. There have been distributors with calendars and tracts. By
several hiccups along the way, but ultimate- the end of the month almost all 500,000
ly we can step back and appreciate the calendars, and a very significant proportion
Lord's hand at work through all this as of the 1,000,000 tracts, had been distimes of growth. We thank the Lord even tributed, so much so that we have had to
through these diﬃcult times.
arrange printing of a further 600,000 tracts
Emily and the kids are doing well. We were
blessed and thankful to live with my parents for several months. And now we are
blessed and grateful for the believers'
generosity in Marysville to allow us to stay
at the hall for the time being. We just
moved over the week of Thanksgiving.
Emily continues to home school our kids
just like we have always planned to do.
Please pray for the believers in Santiago
and the discipleship and trades program
that He will continue to guide, direct and
provide according to His perfect will. We
have decided to call it “His Workmanship
Academy”. You can find out more about
this eﬀort on our website below, and feel
free to write to us any time. HisWorkmanshipAcademy.com

in Malawi to try to meet demand in the
coming months.

After a short pause due to the rainy season,
the development of the site at Saidi is about
to resume. Our immediate priorities for the
next few months are:
1. Completion of the perimeter security
wall (about 300m)
2. Erection of a suitable meeting place
for Children’s work and Bible
Studies / Gospel Meetings
3. Provision of oﬃce accommodation
for translation work and additional
storage for literature
Thereafter, we would like to provide necessary accommodation to host long-overdue,
Malawi,
and much-needed Bible teaching conferStephen and Gail Harper
ences. Our conferences have been interrupted for three years now (2019 - due to
Considering the limitations which COVID-19 the Presidential elections; 2020/21 – due to
has placed on us all.
the pandemic) but we would like to be
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ready to resume in 2022, if the Lord wills.
Having our own facility to house attendees
and conduct the meetings will enable us to
have larger and more frequent conferences.
In order to facilitate these developments,
we need to provide a water / electricity
supply, involving drilling a borehole and installation of solar panels and water tanks. I
am planning to be in Malawi for short visit
from mid-late May, and hope to oversee
this work. Please pray that my travel plans
will not be frustrated yet again.
We are really thrilled to see Anna Vallance’s
plans to join the work in Malawi fall into
place. Lord willing, she also hopes to arrive
late May, although her itinerary is very much
in the hands of the airlines too. She has already had one flight cancelled since she _____________________________________
booked around less than two weeks ago,
so please pray that all will go smoothly.
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